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Greenbooth
& Naden Reservoirs

Commonly known as Greenbooth, there is actually a network of four reservoirs here, arranged in a
line stretching up the valley. The lowest is Greenbooth, followed by Lower Naden, Middle Naden,
and lastly Upper Naden to the far north. More recently the three Naden reservoirs have been
combined into two.

The Naden reservoirs were initially created by the Heywood Water Company in 1846, and Greenbooth was
completed in 1961 at a cost of over £2m. The dam on the south side of Greenbooth is 117 feet high and
1,000 feet long. Today, Greenbooth Reservoir carries 700,000,000 gallons of water and measures 40m high
and 300m long.

Naden and Greenbooth were both upland communities that were flooded to make way for the new
reservoirs. Greenbooth was at one time home to a woollen mill where many of the villagers worked, and

a coalpit that supplied coal to the mills and cottages. Local farms would have provided the majority of the
food for the villagers. In the 1950s Greenbooth (once known as Green Booth and Green Booth Woods) was
home to approximately 80 cottages, a sweet shop, a Co-Op store and a school. The village did not contain a
pub or a church, and children had to walk over 2 miles to the nearest Sunday School.

The woollen mill (built during the 1840s on the site of a former corn mill) produced woollen flannel
primarily, and was owned by James Butterworth. James was almost certainly responsible for the creation
of the entire village, which consisted of two rows of terraced houses and some larger cottages for the
managers. James'’s daughter married Mr R.H.Hutchinson, and their two sons later managed the mill. They
went bankrupt in 1911, the mill closed, and people began to move away from the village. The small village
school closed in 1930. Electricity was, apparently, never installed to the village.

If you walk down to the lower dam of Greenbooth you will see the only remaining visible reminder
of Greenbooth village on the dam wall — a plaque that reads, “This tablet commemorates the village of
Greenbooth, the site of which is submerged beneath the waters of this reservoir”

Many tales surround the old village of Greenbooth including that the skeletons of villagers remain under
the water, that the old houses remain standing and are inhabited by giant pike, and that a figure of a lady
can regularly be seen in the mist around the ruins of Naden Dean and Naden Head Farms which are now
submerged.




Catley Lane Head (A) to Fernhill (B)

Starting at the cattle grid in Catley Lane
Head, turn down the hill (with the Cotton
Famine Road behind you) and walk down
the road through the village, passing the
end of Smallshaw Road on your left (where
the corner shop used to be) and down past
the site of the former Methodist Chapel on
your right. You will have also passed the site
of what used to be the Black Dog pub (now
further down the road) and the tearooms at
the Doldrumes.

After leaving the village, continue downhill
until you see Fairview Cottages on your
left (the site of John Bright's first talk on
temperance).

Turn right directly opposite Fairview, down
the tarmacked lane (Fern Hill Lane) marked
as a footpath and signposted towards Fern
Hill B&B. Follow this single-track lane as

it bends to the left and then to the right
and past the turn off to the B&B on your
left. After the garage on your right, go
between the two houses - Owd House is
on your right — it was built in 1691. Notice
the interesting porch of this Grade Il listed
building. The hamlet you are now in is
called Fern Hill and contains two listed
buildings. The top floor of one of the
buildings in the hamlet was the location of
a busy Wesleyan Sunday School.

continued on page 6




A - Catley Lane Head — ROUTE START

B - Fern Hill Hamlet with listed buildings

E - Hunger Hill Farm
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D - Greenbooth Village As Was




